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PACIFIC
ALISADES

PaciFic PALISADES HAS BEEN POETICALLY DESCRIBED AS
“WHERE THE MounTains MeeT THE JEA,” WHICH IS AN
APPROPRIATE EPITHET FOR ONE OF A A.’S MOST BEAUTIFUL
NATURAL AREAS. ONE OF THE FIRST MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS
IN THE PALISADES WAS THE SITE OF THE "{ONG WHARF”,
ALSO KNOWN AS THE PORT ofF {0s_ANGELES oR THE MiLE
ALONG PIER, BUILT IN 1893. )T WAS THE LONGEST WHARF
IN THE WORLD AND BECAME BOTH A TOURIST ATTRACTION
AND AN IMPORTANT PART OF DEVELOPMENT IN JOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA, WITH ITS MAIN IMPORT BEING LUMBER.
AHOWEVER, IT FELL INTO DECLINE AFTER 1912 WHEN THE
PorRT oF L0s _ANGELES WAS ESTABLISHED NEAR LONG
BEACH, AND WAS ULTIMATELY REMOVED BY 1933.

THE AREA DREW FURTHER ATTENTION WHEN FILMMAKER
THOMAS INCE, KNOWN AS THE “FATHER OF THE WESTERN,”
BUILT A MASSIVE MOVIE STUDIO KNOWN AS INCEVILLE IN
1911. AHOWEVER, A SERIES OF FIRES DESTROYED MUCH OF
THE COMPLEX AND THE OPENING OF HIS STUDIO COMPANY
IN CuLver CiTy LED INCE TO SELL THE PROPERTY. N
1922, THE LAND WAS BOUGHT BY REVEREND CHARLES H.
Jcorr oF THE JouTHeERN CaLiFornia METHODIST
Eriscopar CHURCH, WHO ENVISIONED THE AREA AS A
SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL COMMUNE FOR HIS
PARISHIONERS. THEY CAME UP WITH THE NAME PACIFIC
PaLisADES. By 1929 THE PALISADES WAS AN ESTABLISHED
TOWN; THE PAVING OF JUNSET BOULEVARD IN 1925 AND
THE OPENING oF THE Kiviera Country CLus IN 1927
DREW VISITORS AND RESIDENTS TO THE AREA. THE
COMPLETION OF THE KOOSEVELT J{IGHWAY (NOW KNOWN AS
THE PCA) IN 1929 CONNECTED THE REGION TO LARGER
CITIES.

y Go on AN A
ANTAEUS THEATRE COMPANY

As part of our free podcast series, The Zip Code Plays —
a celebration of the diverse culture and history of six
Los Angeles neighborhoods — we've created this tour so you can
visit some of our favorite landmarks and

DVENTURE WITH

small businesses. Have fun!

H1GHLIGHTS oF THis Tour:
Q WiLL Rocers Jrate Beacw Q Eames House

Q Tue Jew Cuateav  Q Estate Corree
QTue Point at THE BLurrs/PaLisapes BLurrs PArk

Q Tue Gerry ViLra Q Mureny Ranch
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~ WILL ROGERS STATE BEACH ’

WiLL Rocers JTaTe Beach
17000 CA-1 Paciric Parisapes, CA 90272

The beautiful Will Rogers State Beach stretches along the
length of the Palisades and attracts beachgoers looking to
escape the crowds of Santa Monica and Malibu. The Pacific
Coast Highway is also a common recreational drive for
those who want to take in the gorgeous coastline and
breathe in that ocean air.

William Penn Adair Rogers was born in 1879 to a Cherokee
family, and was the youngest of eight children. He rose to
fame as a stage actor, vaudeville performer in the Ziegfeld
Follies, cowboy, humorist, newspaper columnist, and social
commentator. He was also the highest paid actor in
Hollywood in the 1930s. Over his lifetime, he traveled
around the world three times, made 71 films, and wrote
more than 4,000 nationally syndicated newspaper
columns.

Following his film career taking off and a three-year
contract with Samuel Goldwyn, Rogers bought a ranch in
Pacific Palisades. An advocate for the aviation industry,
Rogers unfortunately died in a plane crash in 1935 in
northern Alaska. His widow, Betty, left his property in
Pacific Palisades to the state of California in 1944 upon
her death.

Fun fact: The beach at Will Rogers State Beach was the
original set for Baywatch, before the show relocated to
Hawaii.



C)

\

EAMES HOUSE
Eames House

203 CHautauqua Brvo PaciFic Parisabes, CA 90272

A landmark of Mid-Century Modern architecture, the
Eames House was constructed in 1949 by
husband-and-wife, Charles and Ray Eames who are also
well-known for their furniture design.

Unfortunately, because of COVID-19 this stop is currently
closed to the public, but we still think it deserves a spot
on this list.

Also known as Case Study House No. 8, the house was
commissioned by Arts & Architecture magazine as a
challenge to develop progressive, but modest homes in
Southern California. The magazine ran the program
between 1945 through 1966, and commissioned a total of 36
houses designed by major architects of the day, with only
25 of the homes being built.

The Eames House consists of two adjacent buildings -
which functioned as Charles and Ray’s home and a studio -
separated by a small patio. The two glass and steel
rectangular boxes are nestled into the hillside, and backed
by a large concrete retaining wall. The facade has a
geometric pattern that includes brightly-colored and
neutral-colored panels. The Eameses lived in the house
until their deaths, and it now operates as The Eames
Foundation, which attracts 20,000 visitors a year. We
highly recommend that you put making a reservation to
visit on your list of things to do when it reopens!

Estate CoFFEE

Make sure to take a picture of yourself on the
tour and use #zipcodeplays to share your
adventure with us!

Thwe Jew CHATEAU
833 Via De L Paz Paciric Parisapes, CA 90272

Here at Antaeus, our passion for crafting can be seen in
some of the amazing costumes we've had on our stage.
Want to try your own hand at making show-stopping
fashion? We recommend ordering your supplies online
from The Sew Chateau and picking them up the same day
or next day at their storefront. We're personally obsessed
with their child-friendly kits that come with everything
you'll need to make masks, scrunchies, skirts, and more!

847 Via De La Paz Paciric Parisaves, CA 90272

Whether you are in a rush, looking for an outside spot to
sit and chill, or just want to enjoy a bite to eat from the
comfort of your own couch, we recommend Estate Coffee
as the place for you! We think their coffees are simply
delicious, not to mention, how tasty their salads and
sandwiches are! Drop in, pick-up, or order delivery.
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THE POINT AT THE BLUFFS
Tue PoInT AT The BLuFFs/

PaLisapEs BLuFFs Park
301 N Mr Hovrvoke Ave Paciric Parisaoes, CA 90272

This is the spot to go in Pacific Palisades for a
bird’s-eye-view of the stunning coastline. This small park
boasts amazing views of Santa Monica, PCH, and Malibu.
We recommend you sit on one of the benches at The Point
at the Bluffs and take in a sunset over the Pacific Ocean if
you have the time.

GETTY VILLA

Tue Gerty ViLLa

17985 Paciric Coast Hwy PaciFic Pavisabes, CA 90272

Oil tycoon J. Paul Getty was an avid collector of art and
antiquities. After running out of room in a gallery adjacent
to his home, he started construction on the Getty Villa to
house his extensive collection of Roman, Greek, and
Etruscan art.

This spot is currently closed due to COVID-19, but we
couldn’t pass it up.

Designed by Robert E. Langdon Jr. and Ernest C. Wilson
Jr.in consultation with archeologist Norman Neuerburg,
the Getty Villa was planned as a near replica of the Villa
dei Papiri, a luxurious Roman residence in Herculaneum,
Italy that had been buried by the eruption of Mount
Vesuvius in 79 A.D. Following Getty's death in 1976, the
museum received $661 million from his estate and began
planning its much larger building, the Getty Center, in
Brentwood. The museum decided to split the 44,000-piece
art collection between the two locations.

Among the collection at the Getty Villa is Victorious
Youth, one of a few remaining life-sized Greek bronze
statues; The Lansdowne Heracles, a Roman marble
sculpture of about 125 CE (Fun fact: Our theater company
is named after Antaeus, and Heracles plays an important
role in our namesake’s story!); the Getty kouros, scientific
analysis is inconclusive about whether this statue was from
Greek times, but if it is then it's one of only twelve
remaining intact life-size kouroi; and The Marbury Hall
Zeus, a marble statue that was recovered from ruins at
Tivoli near Rome.

The Getty Villa also hosts live performances in both its
indoor auditorium and its outdoor theater. There are four
different gardens on the grounds, featuring plants known
to have been cultivated by the ancient Romans. Two of the
gardens feature long pools that serve as centerpieces for
the gardens and are surrounded by bronze statues. For
this reason, The Getty Villa is adored by tourists not only
for its art collection, but also for its stunning Romanesque
architecture.
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MURPHY RANCH

Murpuy RHancH
JutLivan fire Ro Paciric Pavisaoes, CA 90272 (Near The
Rustic Canvon Traie Ano On Tue Rustic CREEK)

Making a home in the Palisades was the mysterious “Herr
Schmidt,” who to this day has never been certainly identified.
Rumors began quietly circulating of a small following of mostly
wealthy socialites who had become enraptured by Schmidt’s
“mystical powers” and his foretelling of Nazi Germany'’s
conquest of the United States.

One of the few remaining traces of this bizarre and mysterious
chapter of Palisades history is Murphy Ranch, a series of ruins
in the heart of Rustic Canyon that was apparently built to serve
as a Nazi compound.

Chicago socialites and sympathizers of the fascist Silver Legion
of America, Norman and Winona Stephens allegedly bought the
land in 1933 under the pseudonym “Jessie M. Murphy” and,
under the influence of Herr Schmidt, began to build “a
self-sufficient farm based on National Socialist ideals.”
Architectural drawings from 1934 to 1941 reveal a grand design
that less resembled a farm than a grand palace. The compound
had its own water supply, a 2,000 gallon oil tank, a
double-generator power station, an irrigation system for
terraces of plants, and a cold storage locker for food. The plans
for the unfinished mansion included four stories, an indoor
pool, a grand central hall, multiple libraries and social rooms, a
large master bedroom and a number of bedroom suites of
various sizes, a four-car garage, extensive patios and balconies,
and a music room. By the late 1930s only a few of the buildings
had been constructed, and very little progress had been made
on the mansion. In 1939, the couple hired renowned local
architect Paul R. Williams (also featured on our 90011: South
Central LA tour) to design the mansion, and construction was
completed on the front gates. Plans stopped in 1941 when the
United States entered the war.

A newspaper article in the Los Angeles Times entitled “Trouble
for Traitors” vaguely hinted at the existence of Schmidt and a
Nazi following in Santa Monica, and warned that traitors to the
United States would be rounded up by the government. Though
no concrete proof of his existence exists, rumors say that Herr
Schmidt was arrested at Murphy Ranch the day after Pearl
Harbor and his colony was scattered. Today the property is
owned by the city of Los Angeles and is open for hikers and
sightseers to appreciate the eerie landscape of decay.

Please note: We have developed these tours during COVID-19, so some of the places we have chosen may have
restrictions in place, or may not be open to the public at this time. Please follow any stay-at-home orders that are in
place. We have tried to include the information we had at the time of creating these tours, but we recommend that
you check for updates too. Please also follow all posted rules when enjoying these tours!

Tuank You For
JOINING oUR Tour!

THANK YOU FOR EXPLORING
Los _AnGeLes wiTh fINTAEUS!
We HOPE YoU’LL LISTEN TO
ALt six of Tue Zip Cooe
PLAYS, AND JOIN US FOR
MORE TOURS OF LOCAL
NEIGHBORHOODS. VISIT
ZIPCODEPLAYS.INFO TO
LEARN MORE.

ANTAEUS

Thealke Company

Kiki & David Gindler
Performing Arts Center
110 East Broadway
Glendale CA 91205
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